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of Health was set up.   From the standpoint of national health
and, in consequence also, of national efficiency in spheres both
social and economic,, this step was of as great importance as any
which has been taken in the history of this country.   Far earlier
than any other Continental countries, Parliament had already
imposed law and regulation in respect of sanitation and hygiene.
It became of paramount importance, resulting as has been
stated from our experience in a time of national emergency,
that a Ministry, with its officers throughout the country, should
be instituted for the purpose of examining the field of preventable
disease, and in order to give guidance and instruction to the
nation in respect of simple matters in relation to general hygiene and
well-being, without which the forces of ill-health have in the past
inflicted grievous harm both in respect of life and national health.
The Ministry of Health, set up in 1916, has covered a wide
and important field of research, administration, education, in-
spection, supervision, and clinical work, as can be observed from
the annual reports published.   The whole of this activity is in
the realm of preventive medicine.   Not only the Ministry, how-
ever, but the Royal Red Cross Society, originally a war-time
organization, under whose auspices were formed the Voluntary
Aid Detachments and similar bodies, have preserved these organ-
izations, and they are continuing their voluntary aid and other
work within the social structure of peace organization, again in
the field of preventive medicine.   Similarly, the ancient Order
of St. John of Jerusalem, originally in its activity chiefly con-
cerned with ambulance and first-aid work and education, has
developed into other activities, also in the field of preventive
medicine.   It should be added also that there are several other
organizations co-operating with the former bodies and associations
which are carrying out work along the same lines*

It can be said, therefore, that since the War there has been a
marked increase in knowledge as to general health ; and that a
tremendous impetus has been given to the interest of the British
people in all these questions. This fact is reflected in the wide
publicity given to all matters relating to medical research and
discovery through the columns of the Press ; in the development
of " health weeks " and exhibitions ; whilst scarcely a day goes
by upon which one or other of the important national newspapers
and serious weekly commentaries, and, of course, also a large
number of provincial journals, does not include in its columns
articles bearing upon matters relating to health. Manufacturers,